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  Dear Members,  
     

     After a re ally good start to the showing season with the sun 

shining at the Cothi Bridge Show in May we once again have lost 

some shows due to the rain.    

 On a lighter note our own Groupôs Show in July in conjunction with 

the NPS was enhanced this year by the pres ence of our two Judges 

from Scotland, Mr Ken Scott and Mr Jimmy Wilson who, with their 

wives, travelled 500 miles in one day to judge our Shetland Pony 
classes -  for which we are all very grateful.     Several of our 

members have voiced the opinion that the y are quite happy to pay 

a little extra on entry fees for the Summer Show to continue to ask 

judges from Scotland etc.;   your comments on this would be 

appreciated ï we will always listen to our Membersô opinions and 

ideas.   

We have already received a re ally good idea for a new venue for 

Socials/Christmas Dinner etc for 2010.     Some Members have 

voiced their opinion that they think the Membersô Rosettes are not 

necessary ï this issue will be up for discussion at the next AGM ï 

there again your views wou ld be appreciated.    Obviously these 

rosettes are paid for by the Group and perhaps you would prefer 

some other way of an award?    At the Autumn Show we are 
including a Progeny Group which will be held right after the 

Supreme, this is normally the show w here we see the most foals 

and it would be easier to make up a group.  The Fancy Dress will 

follow straight on afterwards, so now is a good time to start 

inventing a costume!   A trophy for both The Progeny Group and 

The Fancy Dress is being donated by two  different members, for 

which we give our thanks.         

  A few of our lucky members are going over to the Shetland Islands 

this month and we know they will thoroughly enjoy themselves and 

will receive a great welcome.     Hopefully one or two of them wi ll 

write an article when they come back to Wales so their experiences 

can be shared with fellow Group Members.      
 Enjoy the rest of the Show Season.   

      
    

          
  Charles Seward  (Chairman).                                                            
.  
 

 

 



 

 

Charles Seward (Chairman)                                            Anna Stevens (President) 

Sandra Seward (Secretary-01267 275 485                      Pauline Mander (Vice Chair-

Performance) 

Stephen Mander (Driving)                                               Paul Mander  

Nick True  (Treasurer)                                                     Eric Williams   

Sandra George (Ridden/Performance)                             

Debbie Pittard (Newsletter-01685 873 373)                   Timothy Evans                                                                  

Joan Hunter (Scrapbook)                                                 Gerwyn Pittard  

 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held at the Whitemill, near Carmarthen on 20

th
  

November  there will be food available  with Chicken & Chips and Sausage and 

Chips in a basket for £5 per head. A Quiz will be held along with a Christmas Raffle- 

please phone Sandra Seward if you would like to book  for a meal-please attend as it 

is a great chance for members to have their say about their Group!!If you would like 

to become a Committee member then please get in touch with us to put your name 

forward. 

The extremely popular Autumn Show will be held at Peniel on 3rd October  , there 

will be the usual classes with some new progeny classes added for those people taking 

a few ponies and a great chance to get those foals out on the circuit for some 

experience.A schedule is enclosed. If you would like to sponsor classes at any of our 

shows please contact Gerwyn on 01685 873373. 

Wow! Its time for you to dust off the mistletoe and book your places for the Groupôs 

fabulous Christmas Dinner at the Temple Bar in Carmel, nr Cross-Hands Saturday 

December 5th at 7-30 with service to begin at 8  ,there will be entertainment and The 

Performance/Showing Awards will be given. A menu will be included with this 

newsletter but please book early by telephoning Sandra on 01267  275 485. 

The Shetland Society have asked us to make people aware of the growing welfare 

concerns that they have with increasing numbers of welfare and neglect cases ïit has 

been suggested that we form a Welsh Shetland Welfare group to help in such cases- 

please contact Sandra with any offers or suggestions. 



Our new website is up and running on www.shetlandsinwales.co.uk  

if anyone would like to add pages to their stud or are interested in 

having their website linked or a website designed then please get in 

touch with Sandra and she will give you t he details.Advertisements 

for tack or ponies for sale can be extremely effective and the costs 

minimal.  

 
 

PLEASE GET THOSE POINTS CARDS RETURNED  TO ENABLE 

FINALISATION OF THE PERFORMANCE AWARDS - A  BLANK POINTS 

CARD IS ENCLOSED IN THE MAGAZINE SO GET YOUR PEN OUT AND 

START REMEMBERING YOUR RESULTS !!  

 

 

é.. Stop Pressé we are finalising details of our March Social at The 

Hollybrook Country Hotel with a wonderful Guest speaker ..more 

details to followé.. 

 

 
Massive congratulations must go to the Carmilo Stud  n r Llandybie 

whose homebred Carmilo Magician qualified for Horse of the Year 

Show ,Magician, sold as a foal,  is  now owned by the Shepherd 

Family and all at the Carmilo Stud wish the very best of Luck  to 

Bea Shepherd and family  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.shetlandsinwales.co.uk/


 

 

 

 
This months Celebrity Interview is with  David Robertson of the Famous Trondra Stud on 

Shetland 

 

How long have you worked with horses or been a horsey person?     

52 years ago I was in the Army Veterinary Core and that was my first taste of working closely 

with horses. 

Has your family always kept horses?    No but my Grandfather was a farrier. 

 

What are your earliest horsey memories?   As a youngster on holiday with family friends 

travelling out to the hills to gather the sheep in a horse and cart. 

 

Who was your first horse and what breed was he/she?    I bought two Shetland filly foals 

to start our stud. 

 

What is your main job?   Semi retired farmer now working with my hobbies via a Boarding 

kennel and our Shetland Pony Studs. 

 

What is your favourite horse breed?   Obviously the Shetland pony. 

 

What is the best horse you have ever owned/bred?    One of our original Mares called 

Goldie of Tangwick who died this February at the age of 36. 

 

How many horses have you currently got?    30 adults and this year 14 foals. 

 

What would you change about yourself?    Old age is about all that I can think of. 

 

What are your ambitions?   Have achieved most of them, now just to keep reasonably fit 

and healthy. 

 

Do you ride? If so, in which genre have you competed?   Gave that up some time ago. 

 

What makes you angry?   I think getting angry is such a waste and I very rarely feel like 

that. 

 

If you could be someone for the day, who would you be?   Often the people you think 

youôd like to be are no better off (not financially). 

 

What makes you laugh?   I am told I laugh a lot and manage to see the funny side to things. 

 

What would be your ideal day?   A fine sunny day sitting down amidst the mares and foals 

getting their confidence. 

  



South & West Wales Shetland Group Spring Show. 

The South & West Wales Shetland Group held their Spring Indoor Show at Coombe Park, 

Peniel, Carmarthen on  the 26th April, although it was a cold day our members turned out to 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŧƻŀls 

quite often making their first public appearance!  We were delighted to welcome some new 

members as well which in the current financial climate shows how the popularity of the 

Shetland Breed is still increasing.   Our Judges for the day were Mr Bernard and Mrs 

Rosemary Rees of the well known and respected Hasguard Stud based in Pembrokeshire.    

Their cheerfulness and experience were much appreciated which all adds to making a 

successful show.    The results were as follows  :- 

Lead Rein : 1st Owlacombe Eclipse ς Vicky Davies,  2nd Carmilo Cinnamon ς Carmilo Stud,  3rd 

Cwhhen Hussar ς Mrs Lloyd,  4th Brockwell Birthday Boy ς Mrs A Abel,  5th Trevasack Jack ς 

Brian Griffiths-Mander. 

First Ridden : 1st Carmilo Cinnamon ς Carmilo Stud,  2nd Owlacombe Eclipse ς Vicky Davies.

    Open Ridden : 1st Saphire Classic ς Carmilo Stud,  2nd Trevasack Jessie ς Paul 

Mander. 

Black 2 & 3 yrs colt, filly or gelding : 1st Ladbury Viceroy ς Mr NJ Parle.   

     Black Yearling colt, filly or gelding : lst Ladbury Eva,  2nd Tairchworydd Harry Potter 

ς Debbie Tremellen.         

      Black Mare or Gelding 4 yrs and over : 1st Beatrice of Crafton ς Crafton 

Stud,  2nd Owlacombe Eclipse ς Vicky Davies,  3rd Brochwell Birthday Boy ς Mrs Abbie Abel.

         Black Entire Male 4 yrs & over :  1st Royal Occasion 

of Crafton ς Crafton Stud,  2nd Tygwyn Black Prince ς Pittard Family. 

Champion Black : Royal Occasion of Crafton ς Crafton Stud.  Reserve Beatrice of Crafton ς 

Crafton Stud. 

Coloured 2 & 3 yrs colt, filly or gelding : 1st  Threeacre Inda Willow ς Mrs Joan Thomas,  2nd 

Chasend Apollo ς Pittard Family,  3rd Red Riding Hood of Catchpool ς L & M Nicholls. 4th 

Marillion Tammie Noir,  5th Trederwen Lizzie Lollypop ς Cath Harris.                                      

Coloured Yearling colt, filly or gelding : 1st Tygwyn Chieftain ς Pittard Family,  2nd Edern 

Llywel ς Emma Price,  3rd Windwillow Mirage ς Mrs June Lewis-Hughes. 4th Windwillow Zsa 

Zsa ς Mrs June Lewis Hughes,  5th Sandlebra Julie ς Joan Hunter, 6th Puzzle of Cathpool ς A&L 

Stevens.           Coloured Mare or Gelding 4 yrs & over :  1st Trevasack Jessie ς Paul Mander,  

2nd Shandydown Nutkin ς Frankie Currell,  3rd Yarnolds Jada Cree ς Mrs Pauline Mander. 4th 

Trederwen Springtime ς Cath Harris.                                                                                                                              

Coloured Entire Male 4 yrs & over : 1st Brinleyview Commanchee ς Catchpool Stud,  2nd 

Magreed Just William ς Jones Family,  3rd Goytre Merlin ς Mrs Joan Thomas.  

Champion Coloured : Brinleyview Commanchee ς Catchpool Stud,  Reserve Magreed Just 

William ς Jones Family. 

Smalls 2 & 3 yrs colt, filly or gelding :  1st Chasend Apollo ς Pittard Family,  2nd Threeacres 

Inda Willow ς Mrs Joan Thomas,  3rd Melcette Broken Arrow ς Denise Hunt.  



       Smalls Yearling colt, filly or gelding :  1st Windwillow Mirage ς Mrs June 

Lewis-Hughes,  2nd Tygwyn Chieftain ς Pittard Family,  3rd Windwillow Zsa Zsa ς Mrs June 

Lewis-Hughes. 4th Edern Llywel ς Emma Price, 5th Tairchworydd Harry Potter ς Debbie 

Tremellen, 6th  Finetime Shirley Ann ς Amber Tremellen.                                                                                                                     

Smalls Mare or Gelding 4 yrs & over :  1st Valsheda Lulu ς Jones Family,  2nd Leora Barnaby ς 

Debbie Tremellen,  3rd Yarnolds Jada Cree ς Mrs Pauline Mander.   

      Smalls Entire Male 4 yrs & over :  1st Meechlands Orlando ς Mrs J. 

Edmonds,  2nd Magreed Just William ς Jones Family,  3rd Tygwyn Black Prince ς Pittard 

Family. 4th Goytre Merlin ς Joan Hunter. 

Champion Small :  Meechlands Orlando ς Mrs J. Edmonds,  Reserve Magreed Just William ς 

Jones Family. 

Supreme Champion :  Royal Occasion of Crafton ς Crafton Stud,  Reserve Supreme : 

Meechlands Orlando ς Mrs J. Edmonds. 

Geldings 3 yrs & under : 1st Marillion Tammie Noir  - L & M Nicholls   

     Geldings 4 yrs & over  : 1st Leora Barnaby ς Debbie Tremellen,  2nd Carmilo 

Cinnammon ς Carmilo Stud,  3rd Owlacombe Eclipse ς Vicky Davies,  4th Brockwell Birthday 

Boy ς Mrs Abie Abel.     Best Gelding : Marillion Tammie Noir ς L&M Nicholls. 

Novice  :  1st Ladbury Eva ς Joan Hunter,  2nd Chasend Apollo ς Pittard Family,  3rd Threeacre 

Inda Willow ς Joan Thomas,  4th Tairchwiorydd Harry Potter ς Debbie Tremellen, 5th Finetime 

Shirley Ann ς Amber Tremellen. 

Veteran :  1st Trevasack Jessie ς Paul Mander,  2nd Bincombe Vogue ς Pauline Mander. 

Un-registered : 1st Whinston ς Paul Mander. 

Child Handler :  10 yrs and under :  1st  Brian Griffiths,  2nd Danny ?,  3rd Harriett Davies,  4th  A 

. Abel   Child Handler :  11 ς 16 yrs. :  1st Frankie Currell,  2nd Hywell Davies,  3rd Lauren? 

          Champion : Frankie Currell,  Reserve Hywell Davies.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

CLASSIFIEDS 

For sale/lease- 33 inch Strawberry roan fully licensed stallio n 

ten years old wonderful temperament, bone etc ²good in every 

way-excellent conformation , movement and bloodlines 110% 

fertile - 

Good home essential- please telephone for details 01685 873373 



Shetland Pony Grand National 
 

                                    
 
 
 
 

To take part your pony has to be a registered Shetland pony with 
the Shetland Pony Stud Book Society and be 5 years or over.  The pony 
also has to have been an active member of the The Shetland Pony 
Performance Award Scheme (Ridden) in a previous season and have 
returned cards prior to racing.  Jockeys are to have attained their 9th 
birthday but not their 14th birthday by the 1st of January of the year they 
wish to race and no taller than 5ft 1 inch.  Details on The Shetland Pony 
Performance Award Scheme (Ridden) can be found on the SPSBS 
website.. 
 

 
 

The ponies and their young jockeys from as far afield as the 

Shetland Isles and North Devon travel the length and breadth of the 

country during the season in hot pursuit of only 10 qualifying places at 

the London International Horse Show at Olympia.  To achieve this they 

have had to battle it out in 2 to 3 heats of up to 9 ponies. The first 3 or 4 

go through to the final where only the winner qualifiers for the 

prestigious show at Olympia before Christmas.  More than 60 ponies 

start the season all hoping to be the lucky 10 who make it to Olympia.  

The build up to each race is much the same as the real 'Grand 

National'.  The ponies are paraded, jockeys mount and are led down to 

A high speed dash, 

a blur of coloured 

silks, flying manes 

and tails and the 

roar of the crowd 

the excitement of a 

day at the races  
condensed into 

Shetland pony size.  
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the start before being sent on their way over 2 ½ laps incorporating 12 

ñminiò Aintree fences, as the crowd cheers on their favourite steed. All 

the young jockeys like their adult counter parts wear racing silks, body 

protectors, scull caps and long boots and are not allowed to use whips. 

 

The Places these Qualifiers are held at are:- 

BADMINTON HORSE TRIALS, NORTH YORKSHIRE SHOW, NEW 

FOREST SHOW, PONIES UK SUMMER CHAMPS, ROYAL WINDSOR 

HORSE SHOW, NEWBURY RACECOURSE, GATCOMBE HORSE 

TRIALS, HEATHFIELD SHOW, CUMBERLAND SHOW, ELLINGHAM 

SHOW, STANHOPE SHOW 

                               

 
 
 
The Shetland Pony Grand National has always raised money for 
charities and since it first started in 1981 has raised nearly £400,000. At 
present they are raising money for the great Ormond Street Hospital 
Childrenôs Charity.  
 
CHILDREN RAISING MONEY FOR CHILDREN LESS FORTUNATE 
THAN THEMSELVES. 
 
Details available from Emma Leivers 
 
The Knowe, Roadhead, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA6 6PG 
Telephone 08453247168 
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AN IRISHMAN, AN ENGLISHMAN...  

 

Once there was an Irish man an E nglishman and an Australian who decided 

to have a competition.While on top of the hill each man had to chuck his 

watch in the air, then run down the hill and catch it before it hit the ground.  

 

So the Irishman chucked his watch in the air, ran down the hi ll and SPLAT 
the watch hit the ground.  

 

Then the Englishman chucked his watch in the air, ran down the hill and 

SPLAT the watch hit the ground.  

 

Next was the Australian who chucked his watch in the air, ran down the 

hill, went and had a beer, did the sho pping, came back and caught his 
watch.  

 

"How did you do that?" asked the Irishman.  

 

The Australian replied "My watch is 1 hour slow !!!!!"  

 



QUIZ -How much do you know about caring for your pony?  

1.  If your pony is kept outdoors should it have shelter such a s hedging or 

tree cover, or a field shelter?  

2.  2. How often should you check the water supply?  

3. How often should you check on the pony?  

4. In the worst Winter weather such as snow, or if there is no grass in the field or 

the pony begins to lose weight, hay  should be fed. Is this true or false?  

5. Do we need to worm the pony in the Winter?  

6. Do we need to have the feet trimmed or shod even though we are not riding as 

much in the Winter?  

7. Rugs can slip so how often should we check the rug, take it off and put it on 

again(to check on the condition of the pony we look for rub marks or to check the 

pony is not getting too skinny) (a) once or twice per day (b) once per week (c) 
less than that  

-----------------------------------------  

Pony Quiz Answers :-1. YES Ponies in the wild use natural shelter such as 

hedges and trees in the worst weather. If your field does not have any then you 

should provide a field shelter so they can get relief from the weather.  

2. EVERY DAY Ponies need to drink a lot of water. Troughs can leak, pipes burst, 

water freeze solid, can become contaminated by fallen leaves and branches, 

therefore it needs to be checked every day.  

3. EVERY DAY Pony should be checked for injuries swollen legs, cuts and 

bruises, signs of illness like swollen gla nds(feel under his chin), listlessnes(head 
down not eating), signs of pain chewing or pawing at his sides or rolling 

constantly(signs of colic), hot feet (laminitis),and just general well being. Your 

pony should look bright eyed, have a good appetite, be m oving around freely and 

grazing in a relaxed manner. If he is cold he will look unhappy and a bit tucked 
up (this is when his ribs show more than usual and his tummy looks pulled in)  

4.TRUE  We keep our ponies in confined spaces in the wild they would have miles 

to roam around, if your pony begins to lose weight (ideally you should check him 

with a weight tape weekly when he is well and use this as a guide it is very 
difficult to see this by eye) or if the ground is frozen or snowy your pony will need 

hay or  feed to supplement, hay is best particularly for small ponies.  

5.YES  Worming should continue through the Winter tapeworm and bots and 

encysting redworm nee to be done, your vet is the best person to advise when 

and how much.  

6. YES  The feet continue to gr ow in the Winter, shoes need attention, perhaps if 

you do not ride out much in the Winter then it may be better to have the shoes 

removed(ask your blacksmith) The feet will still need trimming at least every 8 

weeks but again check with your blacksmith abo ut your pony.  



7. (a) ONCE OR TWICE PER DAY  It can be very dangerous if your pony gets his 

rug caught around his neck etc. so depending on usual slippage the above guide 

will be best  

BRYGARTH STUD 

 
The Brygarth stud of Shetland was started in 1987 with the 

purchase of two ponies, from the local Lerwick sale. We originally 

intended to buy two pet fillies but a missing entry resulted in the 

purchase of a colt and filly. We liked the colt (Greig of Sumburgh) 

so much we decided to keep him. A subsequent 1 st  at t he centenary 

show ensured we were hooked.  

 

It was at the centenary show that we found ourselves drawn to the 

miniature ring. We then went on to buy three fillies from the 1990 

Lerwick sales. All of the ponies up to now had been bought by 
brothers Peter and  Arthur Laurenson. It was at this stage that I 

bought my first filly Tansie of Gott a granddaughter of Seva Harry 

O. In 1992 Peterôs son Michael bought his first two ponies a filly 

Barclay Arms Tilda and a mare Mayflower of Belmont.  

 

Since Greig of Sumburg h was 36.5ò we approached Eva and Jim of 

the Berry stud with a view to purchasing a miniature stallion. This 

was when we were fortunate enough to acquire Sprite of Berry. 

With good advice from the Berry stud and the late Bertie Nicolson of 

Brindister we be gan to breed the ponies that made the foundation 

of our stud.  

 

We each owned our own individual ponies within the stud and by 
2004 the stud owners were Arthur Laurenson, his wife Janet, 

daughter Carole, Arthurôs brother Peter and his son Michael. 

 

It was i n 2004/2005 we suffered an awful year with the sudden 

death of Arthur who had served on the council of SPSBS between 

1993 -1996 and 1997 -2000. He was followed by Peter soon after. At 

the same time we lost Sprite of Berry (aged 28 years) and Greig of 

Sumburg h, Greig as a result of a road traffic accident involving his 

field.  

 

We had used Zorro of Berry on two daughters of Sprite beforehand, 

Milly of Brygarth owned by Janet Laurenson and Lara of Brygarth, 
both bred by myself. This combination gave us ponies su ch as our 

stud stallion Quince of Brygarth 28.5ò and Reuben who now resides 

in Wales. As Sprite reached 28 years we asked Eva and Jim if we 

could use Zorro. He covered our mares for two consecutive years.  

 



As we had retained several of Zorroôs offspring we decided to bring 

in a fresh bloodline. We had always liked the look of Ron of North -

Wells, so were happy when we were able to purchase a grandson 

Halstock Master Oats, piebald 30.5ò. A son of Kerswell Kinsman and 

Kerswell Mischief, our first foals f rom óOatsieô were born this year. 

We were very pleased with the results; Alice was 3 rd  at the 

Cunningsburgh show and 2 nd  at the Viking show, with Michaelôs 
Anastasia 3 rd  at the Viking.  

 

We had a good year overall for showing with Michaelôs daughters of 

Sprite, Nadia and Sugar 1 st  prize progeny at the Cunningsburgh and 

3 rd  prize progeny at the Viking. Nadia also won the cup for best 

mare and reserve senior at the Viking.  

 

Janetôs colt Aragorn, a son of Quince and Evie of Brindister, was 2nd  

at the Viking. A t the Lerwick sale he was 1 st  miniature colt foal, best 

colt forward at sale and best colt foal from all Shetland shows. He 

was sold for the top colt price of 300gns to the judge Graham Milne.  

 
I suppose it is not a coincidence that a big influence on our stud has 

been the Berry, Brindister and Gott ponies located less than 5 -10 

minutes from our own stud.  

 

We always look forward to August when we take part in the 

Cunningsburgh and Viking shows, the only two shows open to us on 

the mainland of Shetland. 2009  will be especially exciting with the 

breed show in Shetland, and we hope to meet many more breeders 

from out with the isles. If you intend to come up in 2009 we would 

be delighted to see you.  

 

Carole Forteath.  

www.brygarthshetlandponies.com  
Caroleforteath@aol.com  

 
 

 
Pictured above: Andy Forteath shows J Laurensonôs Aragorn of Brygarth ï

Champion colt foal and winner of the Irvine Cup for the best Colt Foal from all of 

the Shetland Shows.  Pi ctured Below -  Prince of Brygarth  

http://www.brygarthshetlandponies.com/


 
 

 

 
 

  

Pictured ïabove: 

Rueben of Brygarth 

now a Licensed 

Stallion and living in 

Wales 
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